
 

 

 
Message	from	our	President	

	
"You	may	encounter	many	defeats,	but	you	must	not	be	defeated.	In	fact,	it	
may	be	necessary	to	encounter	the	defeats,	so	you	can	know	who	you	are,	
what	you	can	rise	from,	how	you	can	still	come	out	of	it."—Maya	Angelou	
	
Dear	Members	and	Friends	of	the	SCCW,	
	
Many	of	us	have	felt	defeated	by	the	presidency	of	Donald	Trump.	
Wondering	where	common	sense	and	decency	went,	we	felt	as	
though	the	other	shoe	had	dropped	when	in	fact	each	day	seemed	to	
bring	a	new	depth	of	insanity.		I	almost	gave	up	on	America.		Yet,	the	
law	of	unintended	consequences	is	here	to	offer	us	an	alternate	path.		
It	frightens	me	to	write	this,	but,	thank	you	Donald	Trump.		Although	
it	took	your	vile	and	depraved	presidency	to	wake	America	up	to	its	
lifelong	crisis	of	conscience,	I	welcome	the	friction	we	are	facing	in	
order	to	bring	about	change.		We	are	a	nation	that	is	admitting	who	
we	are	in	order	to	confront	what	we	need	to	rise	from.	I	feel	the	
coming	of	a	significant	rectification	of	the	power	in	our	country	and	
it’s	exciting	to	see	democracy	in	action	on	our	streets	and	in	our	
hearts.		Now	I	wake	each	morning	excited	to	see	my	fellow	Americans	
becoming	who	we	want	to	be	as	a	people.	
	
In	the	words	of	James	Baldwin,	“Not	everything	that	is	faced	can	be	
changed,	but	nothing	can	be	changed	until	it	is	faced.”		I	hope	his	
words	embolden	you	during	this	path	we	are	on	together.	
	
On	another	note,	I	would	like	to	thank	three	of	our	board	members	
who	are	retiring	after	20	years	of	service	to	the	commission	and	the	
women	of	Stanislaus	County.		Belinda	Rolicheck,	Laura	Tarlo	and	
Marian	Martino	have	brought	passion	and	integrity	to	each	
commission	endeavor,	as	well	as	some	great	food	and	many	laughs!		
You	will	be	missed.	We	are	also	saying	good-bye	to	Narinder	Bahia	
and	Olga	Cardenas	who	served	as	our	treasurer	and	VP	of	Program.		
Thank	you	for	your	contributions	to	the	commission.	
	
Warmly,		
Jennie	Sweeney,	2018-20	President	
	

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
Mission Statement: 
Stanislaus County Commission 
for Women is committed to 
supporting a coordinated effort 
by concerned groups and 
individuals in Stanislaus County 
to more develop fully the 
potential of all women. 
 
We support: 
 

• Pro-Choice	and	
reproductive	Rights	
	

• Gender	pay	equity	
 

• Adequate	funding	for	
women	and	children's	
health	issues	and	research	
	

• Ending	violence	against	
women	
	

• Adequate,	safe	and	
affordable	child	care	and	
other	child	care	issues	
	

• Anti-discrimination	based	
on	sexual	orientation	

 
www.stanislauswomen.net  
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We were not able to gather publicly in 2020, but will  

provide you with the opportunity to “meet” the  
honorees and find out how they have contributed  

to the women and families of our county. 
 

On August 18, 2020, the 100th anniversary of  
Women’s Suffrage, we will post a series of video  
interviews about our honorees.  Find them on our  

website or Facebook page. 
 
 

SCCW Outstanding Women 2020 
Angelica Anguiano 

Joanna Esparza 
Augusta Farley 

Dr. Arlaine Barcelona Gutierrez 
Dr. Ellen Junn 
Amy Pezzoni 

Judie Piscitello 
Monica Vergara 

 
Outstanding Young Women 

Lauren Edh 
Jasmin Tello Esparza 

 
Woman of History 

Mary Giventer 
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A Statement from Stanislaus County Commission for Women 
  
We are all experiencing tumultuous times, times that, though difficult beyond measure for many, 
must result in lasting, systemic change for us as individuals and for our nation as a whole. This 
change is long past due. We are furious and we grieve over the deaths of George Floyd, Breonna 
Taylor, Ahmaud Arbery, Tony McDade, and so many cherished others. We will not let their 
deaths be in vain. Stanislaus County Commission for Women stands with Black Lives Matter. 
  
We believe that change often starts at the granular level, and we are one part of that level. In 
order to dismantle the systemic racism that plagues our country, we are going to start with 
ourselves. SCCW is committed to examining our own organization and doing everything we can 
to learn and grow as an organization and as individuals within that organization. 
  
To this end, Stanislaus County Commission for Women will: 
• Work to support and honor a diverse population of women and children in all our events, 

sponsorships, and awards. 
• Make sure our board reflects the wider population and is racially and culturally diverse. 
• Commit to having ongoing conversations regarding race and racial justice in our 

communities. We want to listen and learn. 
• Commit to supporting other organizations working to dismantle racism in our region and 

beyond. 

We would also like to offer a brief list of resources that have been meaningful to us in our 
understanding of these issues. 
  
To Read and Listen: 
The 1619 Project -- A Pulitzer Prize winning collection of articles and now an audio series.  
  
Why America’s Black Mothers and Babies Are in a Life-or-Death Crisis, a New York Times 
article by Linda Villarosa on the long-term toxic consequences of living with the constant stress 
of being Black in America and its impact on mothers and babies.  And on healing, from Krista 
Tippett’s On Being, Resmaa Menakem’s : Race and Healing: A Body Practice 
 
To Donate and Support: 
Black Lives Matter  The Bail Project  Campaign Zero ACLU  
The Marshall Project  NAACP & our local NAACP is here. 
 
From Maya Angelou:   “If you’re not angry, you’re either a stone, or you’re too sick to be angry. 
You should be angry. You must not be bitter. Bitterness is like cancer. It eats upon the host. It 
doesn’t do anything to the object of its displeasure. So use that anger, yes. You write it. You 
paint it. You dance it. You march it. You vote it. You do everything about it. You talk it. You 
never stop talking it.” 
  
Our world is fragmented and wounded. This will not change, healing cannot begin, unless we all 
take action. All of us, together. It is time to set aside our privilege and our sense of security and 
open ourselves to understanding the experiences of those with whom we share this world. This 
change is long, long past due, so we will write, we will paint, we will dance, we will march, we 
will vote, and we will never stop talking it. We urge you to join SCCW and the many other 
people and organizations involved in this endeavor. Now is the time to act. 
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Stanislaus	County	Commission	for	Women	

Annual	Treasurer’s	Report	July	2019	-	June	2020	
Submitted	by	Narinder	Bahia,	SCCW	Treasurer	

	
Income		
Memberships	/	Community	Donation	 	 Total	income	$11,641.80	
	
Expenses	
Annual	Meeting	(7/19)		 	 	 	 	 $304.20	

Award	expenses		 	 	 	 	 	 $524.19	

Bank	Fees		 	 	 	 	 	 	 $	50.00	

2020	Elections	
	

Vote	for	our	slate	of	officers	on	line,	using	the	following	link:	
https://www.easypolls.net/poll.html?p=5ea06038e4b09a2d524d114a 

	
If	you	prefer	to	vote	by	mail,	complete	the	portion	below		

and	return	it	to	us	via	US	Mail:		PO	Box	4254,	Modesto,	CA	95352	
	

I	vote	to	approve	the	slate	of	officers	for	the	SCCW	Board	2020-21:	
	

President	 Amanda	Hughes	

VP	Program	 Jessica	Hughes	
	

VP	Membership	 Ruhi	Sheikh	
	

VP	Community	Relations	 Gillian	Wegener	
	

Treasurer	 Terri	Spezzano	
	

Immediate	Past	President	 Jennie	Sweeney	
	

Members	At	Large	 Stella	Beratlis,	Erin	Black,	Karina	Juaregui,	
Jenny	Tang	

	
YES	______	 	 NO	______	
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Brochures/	Poster	Display		 	 	 	 	 $164.13	

Lapel	Pins		 	 	 	 	 	 	 $683.95	

Letterhead/Printing/Postage/Newsletter		 	 	 $594.69	

PO	Box		 	 	 	 	 	 	 $	92.00	

Refunds		 	 	 	 	 	 	 $480.00	

Secretary	of	State	Fee		 	 	 	 	 $20.00	

Square	Fees	 	 	 	 	 	 	 $146.85	

Total	Expenses	$3,060.01	
SCCW	Contributions	to	the	Community	
Haven	–	Kick	Up	Your	Heels		 	 	 	 	 $	500.00	

Outstanding	Young	Women	Scholarships	(2	@$500.00)		 $1000.00	

Parent	Resource	Center		 	 	 	 	 $	600.00	

Planned	Parenthood		 	 	 	 	 	 $	250.00	

Total	Contributions			$	2,350.00	
	
Ending	Balance	6/30/20																																																										$16,735.10	
	

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++	

Leading with Empathy around the Globe 
During the COVID-19 Pandemic 

 
• Germany has one of the lowest fatality rates worldwide.  Leader:  Angela 

Merkel 
 

• New Zealand’s cases are slightly more than 1500, with only 22 deaths.  
Leader:  Jacinda Ardern 

 
• Norway’s Prime Minister addressed children’s fears directly at a news 

conference, “It is okay to be scared when so many things happen at the same 
time.”  Her name:  Erna Solberg 

 
• Taiwan’s cases add up to 447, with only 7 deaths.  Its president:  Tsai Ing-

wen 
 

These countries provide just a few of the examples of women who are  
rising to the occasion during this historic time and showing us true leaders. 
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Sisterhood 
 
As part of a timeless sisterhood, we see 
ourselves at Seneca Falls marching 
as Suffragettes. Like these sisters, 
we have found our voices. 
We are able, we are free, 
no longer someone’s property. 
We are blood, we are bone, 
we are anger, we are love, 
we are sisters – 
we persist. 
 
We are the sister who marries the one she loves, 
we are mothers grieving loss because of a drunk driver, 
we are Sandyhook survivors advocating for safe schools, 
we are immigrant women whose babies are ripped 
 from our arms as we seek sanctuary, 
we are those who disappear into the shadow 
 of domestic abuse. 
There is still work for us to do. 
We are blood, we are bone 
we are anger, we are love, 
we are sisters – 
we persist. 
 
When we are held up, held down,  
bulldozed and blackjacked, 
walked on and cheated, 
mooched and squeezed, 
still we rise.  
We are MADD, we vote for ERA, 
We Call BS, shout Sí se puede,  
# Me Too and Black Lives Matter. 
We are blood, we are bone, 
we are anger, we are love, 
we are sisters – and yes, 
we persist. 
 
Lynn M. Hansen 
SCCW member and local poet 
Written to honor our 2020 Outstanding Women 
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Board Members for 2019-2020 

President – Jennie Sweeney 
Vice President Community Relations – Gillian Wegener 
Vice President Program – Olga Castañeda 
Vice President Membership – Ruhi Sheikh 
Immediate Past President – Belinda Rolicheck 
Treasurer –Narinder Bahia 
Secretary – Nancy Fisher 
Newsletter Editor – Jane Manley 
Members at Large – Amanda Hughes, Marian Martino, Theresa 
Spezzano, Laura Tarlo  
Ad Hoc Political Action – Jessica Self 
Young Women Outreach – Yashlee Nazi 
 

 

Stanislaus County Commission for Women 
PO Box 4254 
Modesto, CA 95352-4254 
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